
 

Rikers Island has been a cauldron of despair for decades. The brutality is endemic, and today violence is up 

even as the detainee population is down. Every day thousands of people are held in pre-trial detention simply 

because they cannot afford bail, leading to a litany of tragedies, such as the terrible death of Kalief Browder. 

Racial disparities are a hallmark of both Rikers Island and the broken criminal justice system it represents. 

Horrific media stories and damning government investigations have become commonplace. There is no 

dispute that the Rikers Island Correctional Facility jails are dangerous, isolated, and woefully inappropriate for 

human beings. With all that we know about the human suffering on Rikers, the biggest scandal is that Rikers 

continues to exist at all.  

As our nation finally confronts the error of mass incarceration and the failures of the war on drugs, 

communities across the country — including New York City — are rethinking policies to ensure public safety 

and health. A growing number of New Yorkers have come to a simple conclusion: Rikers cannot be reformed; 

it must be closed. That is why two previous mayoral administrations have tried to close it. Those previous 

efforts stalled. Today, however, with growing momentum in New York City and around the country to fix our 

shameful, broken criminal justice system, the time is now for real solutions --it is time to finally #CLOSErikers.  

Closing Rikers will not be easy, but we know that it is possible and necessary, and that New Yorkers are up to 

the task. During his inauguration, Mayor de Blasio declared, “Our city is no stranger to big struggles — and no 

stranger to overcoming them.” As New Yorkers we must tackle this big struggle and re-imagine what a 

modern criminal justice system should look like, where justice and fairness is attainable to all, and where we 

heal the harms caused by a broken system by supporting the communities most impacted by its years of 

abuse. 

For More Information 
Visit www.closerikers.org 

Or contact: Janos Marton at janos@justleadershipusa.org or Melody Lee at melody@katalcenter.org  

Join the Campaign to #CLOSErikers 
and Build Communities

http://www.closerikers.org
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mailto:melody@katalcenter.org
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National Lawyers Guild 
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ReThinkNYC 
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