
Spring Edition 2015 



Park Avenue Christian Church’s 

Saturday Community Lunch 

Program (SCLP)— is a thirty 

year ecumenical ministry to 

serve those in need of fellow-

ship and a meal from the five 

boroughs of New York City. It 

is The Park’s signature Outreach 

Ministry and is composed of 
congregations from The Park, 

The Temple of Universal Juda-

ism, Manhattan Church of 

Christ and Park Avenue United 

Methodist Church and formerly 

St. Ignatius Loyola RC Church. 

Faced with the challenge of 

keeping this essential Outreach 

Ministry running at The Park 

presently, on the first and fifth 

Saturday of the month serves 

Bag Lunches prepared and dis-

tributed from the Park’s 85th 
Street entrance. On the second 

and fourth Saturdays Manhattan 

Church of Christ has graciously 

opened its doors so we can 

prepare and serve sit-down 

lunches so our guest can experi-

ence the warmth and fellowship 

they have experienced over the 

years.           

While meals are being prepared 

there is a Bible Study and moti-

vational film after lunch. On the 

third Saturday we recommend 
our guests to go to St. Jean 

Baptiste RC Church. 

   

Continued on page 3 

Easter Sunday at The Park we 

celebrate the resurrection of 

the Jesus, the Christ and we 

also celebrate our resurrection 

and the beginning of a new 

chapter in our long 205 year 

journey in the city of New 

York. 

From the faithful nine who met 

around a kitchen table in Low-

er Manhattan to today’s grow-

ing numbers who gather on the 

Upper East Side to worship in 

the glorious sanctuary designed 

and modeled with inspiration 

from Sainte-Chapelle’s in Paris, 

we have endeavored to bloom 

where we are planted in this 

great city and to hear the call 

of the prophet “to seek the 

shalom of the city” in this big 

bustling, sometimes beautiful 

and bodacious place called 

New York. 

Join us this Easter Sunday as 

we gather for breakfast at 9 am 

in the Idleman Parlor and 

weather permitting, we will 

make our way to the rooftop 

and have a time of quiet reflec-

tion, prayer, story telling, sing-

ing and saying goodbye to a 

building that has served us well 

for over 50 years even as we 

greet a new day and a new 

chapter in the life and work of 

the Park Avenue Christian 

Church of New York City. 

Our regular morning worship 

with organ, brass, trumpets, 

trombones, glorious singing, 

powerful and prophetic preach-

ing will commence at 11 am in 

the Sanctuary. You don’t want 

to miss! 
 

Though we reach the highest heavens, 
holding worlds at your command, we are 
yet a desert people searching for the 

promised land. God of rainbow, fiery 
pillar, leading 
where the eagles 

soar, we your 
people, ours the 
journey now and 
evermore. 

 

 

“We your people, ours the journey, now and evermore!” 

Support at The Park 
PASTORAL  SUPPORT 
Pastors Jackson, Heltzel and 
Cartagena will continue to serve 
our congregation as spiritual and 

program leaders. Marjorie 
Watrobski and Chantilly Mers has 
joined our ministry team as pasto-

ral associates. Marjorie working 
with children and youth and Chan-
tilly providing leadership with 

young adults, worship, and Open 
Table (read more on page 3) 

ADMINISTRAIVE SUPPRT 
Stephanie Wilson will be serving as 

Office Administrator providing 
support in the office for ministry 
and programs of the church. She will 
also resource volunteers and office 

interns. Joyce Clevenger will con-
tinue serving as Financial Secretary, 
keeping track of contributions and 

other financial resources involving 
the ministries at The Park. Alvin 
Moonesar will continue his work 

with us as a consultant in the area of 
finances, human resources and 
organizational structure. 

PARK AVENUE 

CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH 

 Affiliated with  

The Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

and 

The United Church of Christ 
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Holy Week At The Park 

Palm/Passion Sunday 

Adult Bible Study      10:00 AM 

Children/Youth Ministry     10:30 AM 

Worship       11:00 AM 

Lunch &            
Holy Conversation     12:30 PM  

Open Table Wednesdays 7:00 PM 

Maundy Thursday        7:00 PM 

Good Friday                  7:00 PM 

Easter Sunday 

Easter Breakfast and Celebration of 

the Adams Building       9:00 AM 

Children/Youth Ministry     10:30 AM 

Worship      11:00 AM 
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Since my tenure we have opened up the 
pool of volunteers to incorporate Little 

Sisters, Youth Opportunity Program, the 

Leos and Lions Clubs, students from our 

neighbor’s schools e.g.  St. Regis, Loyola, 

etc. Undergrads from the City University 

of New York’s Baruch College, Hunter 

College, John Jay College, and the Borough 

of Manhattan Community College. Youth 

groups and members from Disciple of 

Christ Churches in the Metro Area and 

NE Region to name a few. I have also been 

allowed by the NYC Court System to have 

minor offenders comply with their Com-

munity Service judgments at the SCLP.  

We have also expanded this Ministry to 

incorporate Free Flu Shots for SCLP guests 

and the community-at-large for the past 

two years working with pharmacist Lilly 

Leung and the Duane Reade/Walgreen 

organization. This past year’s Get a Shot/

Give a Shot also included a vaccine being 

donated to individuals in Latin America and 

Africa for each shot taken at the SCLP. 

Rev. Luis-Alfredo 

Cartagena Zayas 

Associate Pastor 

for Outreach 

 

 

 

 

lacartagena@parkavenuechristian.com  

Mission Update by Rev. Hugo Monroy, Chair 

The church exists in order to carry out the mission of God. 

That mission has to do with the liberation of human beings 

from the oppression of sin, Satan and world. We at the Park 

have several opportunities for members to join the Lord in his 

mission of redeeming his creation. You can contribute to the 

wells in Haiti, you can volunteer at an immigration clinic, or at 

a homeless luncheon, you can even lead your own ministry in an area where 

you feel call by God to make a difference or in an area you are very passion-

ate about.  

Concerning the immigration clinics: we do them because the immigrant has a 

preferential option in the sight of God. The Lord commanded Israel to treat 

the immigrant among them well, remembering that they were immigrants in 

the Land of Egypt, Deuteronomy 14:28-29; 16:11; 24:19. Abraham recognized 

that he was an immigrant in the land of the Hittites, Genesis 23:4; most of 

our ancestors in the faith, regardless of where they lived, recognized they 

were resident aliens on this earth, Hebrews 11:13. The Lord also told Israel 

not to sell the Land, because the land is His and we all are mere tenants, 

Leviticus 25:23. Our Lord himself and his family were exiles to Egypt and they 

were immigrants. We do the clinics four times a year. We average about 15 

families per clinic. We volunteer between 3-31/2 hours each time. We just 

had our second clinic this year on March 7, our next clinic is going to be on 

June 6. We normally start at 9 am and go until about noon, or 12:30.  
 

On Sunday, March 15th, we welcomed Paul 

Turner who will be serving as a missionary 

and Disciple Ambassador in the Democratic 

Republic of Congo for the next four years. 

We look forward to supporting the ministry 

and work of Paul Turner with our sisters 

and brothers in the Congo. For more infor-

mation visit  

globalministries.org/paul-turner.html 

Open Table @ The Park 

The theologian Karl Barth is said to have said 

“We must hold the Bible in one hand and 

the newspaper in the other.” Since August 

2014, a hosting team made up of members at 

The Park and led by Pastoral Associate 

Chantilly Mers have been in prayerful con-

versation about a mid-week service to reach 

those in our neighborhood and beyond. And 

so every first Wednesday we gather for a 

simple meal with our Bibles and conversation 

and prayer about the great issues facing our 

world. 

Mark your calendars! We'd love for you to be there and even bring a friend or 

two! 

If you're interested in getting involved with preparing for this service, please 

contact Chantilly Mers at icmers@gmail.com.   

Open Study @ 

The Park 
 

A unique bible study focusing 

on the upcoming Sunday’s 
scriptures.  
Come and join us on 
Wednesdays Nights at  

The Park  

SoulFood Fellowship Series 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

SoulFood Fellowships will provide an opportunity 

to meet once a month for Bible study, conversation, 
prayer, and fellowship with others. For locations and 

times tune in to page 4 
 

mailto:icmers@gmail.com%3cmailto:icmers@gmail.com
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SoulFood Fellowships 

@ The Park:  Every 

Third Sunday of the 

Month @ 1:45 PM. 

Meets at the church and 

is led by Richard Sturm, 

Aaron Levitt & Bruce 

Wood 

SoulFood Fellowships 

@ Upper West Side – 
Manhattan: Every Sec-

ond Monday of the 

Month @ 6:00 

PM.  Meets in the home 

of Peter & Sarah Heltzel, 

453 W. 140, Apt 4 

(between Convent and 

Amsterdam) and is led by 

Peter & Sarah Heltzel, 

Lee Grisham and George 

Schmidt 

SoulFood Fellowships 

for Spanish-speakers: 

Every Third Monday 

of the Month @ 6:00 

PM.  Meets in the home 

of Ismael Sanchez & Daisy 

Machado (Morningside 

Heights, Manhattan) and 

is led by Ismael Sanchez 

and Hugo Monroy. 

Follow the 

Journey Each 

Month at The Park Ministry Council Update by Rev. Joseph Roberson, Chair 

As the Ministry Council moves into the Spring of the year, we are working on sev-

eral items to help strengthen our organizational development and capabilities.   

First of all, we are working towards strengthening the ties between our program 

teams and the Ministry Council.  Council members will be serving on the church 

teams and team leaders will be invited on a rotating basis to share their work and 

ministries at Council meetings.  In this way, we are hopeful to approach program 

ministries in a more coordinated fashion. 

Secondly, we are looking at the idea of a church retreat.  A time for spiritual introspection and growth 

as we seek God's guidance in growing the ministries that God has called us to do.   

We look forward to a bright 2015. 
 

Elders Update by Rev. Dr. Richard Sturm, Chair 

The Team of Elders at The Park work to nurture and care for the spiritual strength of the 

congregation, provide support and counsel for the Pastor, and build up the vision, mis-

sion, and fellowship of our beloved community.    

One of the ways we have been most engaged in the last months and years is caring for 

candidates seeking ordination in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  Currently 

we have five such candidates:  Margie Watrobski, Chantilly Mers, Stephen Tickner, 

George M. Schmidt, and Drew Seisico. Two Elders mentor each person and all are helped to assess 

their call to ministry, their experience in and relationship with our congregation, and their understand-

ing of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 

Elders also continue to share responsibility with clergy for presiding over the Lord’s Supper in wor-

ship, help with special services (like Ash Wednesday), and provide pastoral care for those in the com-

munity with special needs.  

 
The 2015 General Assembly of the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) is set for July 18-22 in Columbus, 
Ohio and planning is well underway. If you’ve been 
before, you’ll find a bounty of new worship experienc-

es and learning tracks. If you’ve never been, there is a 
website with a wealth of information, including a page 
just for you. Go to ga.disciples.org to see the sched-
ule, workshop offerings and register online. See you in 

Columbus! 

Members of The Park Abroad 

Katrina B. Mitchell, MD, a member of The Park since 2011, works as a general surgeon at Sekou Toure Re-

gional Referral hospital in Tanzania, East Africa.  A 2014 graduate of the Weill Cornell-New York Presbyteri-

an Hospital general surgery program and a 2006 graduate of Dartmouth Medical School, Katrina has been 

involved with global health outreach activities for most of her medical education and career.  She previously 

lived in Tanzania from 2009-2012, when she helped develop surgical education for the local medical school 

and established the first pediatric burn unit for the northwestern Tanzania Lake Zone region. 

Currently, Katrina treats a variety of emergency and elective surgical conditions and is collaborating with 

local colleagues to expand the burn unit’s prevention and outreach initiatives among rural villages.  In the 

summer of 2015, Katrina will return to the US to complete a one-year breast surgical oncology fellowship at MD Anderson Cancer Cen-

ter in Houston, Texas.  As a surgeon, who will focus specifically on breast cancer operations, Katrina’s goal is to work with breast cancer 

patients from underserved populations both in the US and abroad.  She ultimately would like to improve breast cancer care for all pa-

tients, regardless of race or socioeconomic status.  

Throughout her life as a physician, Katrina often remembers 1 Peter 4:10-11: Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one 

another with whatever gift each of you has received. Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking the very words of God; whoever serves must do so 

with the strength that God supplies, so that God may be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. To him belong the glory and the power forever 

and ever. Amen.  

http://parkavenuechristian.us6.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=469ab6cd81b3e45fb0cf420bb&id=ae8519825c&e=c378bd4449
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By: Ima Jean Kidd (Our Ubiquitous Elder) 

CONGRATULATIONS 

TRAVELS 
Our choir members are active in musical programs around the 

country. 
 

Jesse Malgieri, baritone in the sanctuary choir, 

recently sang in Verdi's LaTraviata with the 

North Carolina in Raleigh, NC. In May he will 

sing the title role in Don Giovanni in NYC with 

the Amore Opera. And, in June, he will begin a 

Fellowship of Song Fest in Los Angeles, focusing 

on the art of American Song. 

 
Myrna Payne, and Elaine Cunningham 

(former choir member) are singers in the Flori-

legium Chamber Choir. They participated in a 

recent concert  "An American Sampler" on Sun-

day, March 8, at 4 pm, Trinity Lutheran Church, 

100th street ease of Amsterdam. 

 
Georgia Osborne has been in Albany, NY, 

rehearsing for a production with Capital Thea-

ter's production of Stephen Temperley's 

“Souvenir: A Fantasia on the Life of Florence 

Foster Jenkins.” The production ran from March 

3-22. Members of The Park will recall that 

Georgia and her co-star Jonas Cohen per-

formed this production at The Park series in 

2012 (the program was coproduced by choir 

member) D. Michael  Heath. In the interim, 

former choir member Amy Cahill is subbing for 

Georgia  
 

Summer Weddings 

Pauline Eveillard and Douglas Gould were 

married in New York City on May 10. Rev. John 

Payne was co-officiant. The couple has moved to 

San Francisco. Recently, on a business trip to NYC, 

Pauline was in church on February 8. 

Carrie Hamby M.D. and the Rev. Eric 

Atcheson were married in North Carolina on 

June 7. They live in Vancouver, WA.  Eric is pastor 

of First Christian Church of Longview, WA. Carrie 

serves as attending anestheologist at a Portland 

hospital. 

Phil Chester and Debra Kennamer Wood-

ward were married in Austin, Texas on July 26. 

Debra is an emergency medical doctor in Texas; 

Phil continues as a teacher in the New Jersey 

School system. Both travel often between New 

Jersey and Texas. Phil recently released a CD 

"Open Door Samba" which includes many of the 

songs he wrote and played at The Park. 

Our Journey to Such a Time as This  

At every intersection of one’s life many different roads 

traveled with many different guides and co-travelers 

converge, creating a uniquely individual yet communal 

experience. It is a moment when one’s past pursuits 

and dreams have carried you to this point but your 

future is calling you to take the key kernels of those 

lessons and forge a new unpaved path using these ker-

nels as tools to help you along the way. Such a mo-

ment in my life will be occurring on April 26th, 2015 when I will be 

ordained by the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and Park Ave-

nue Christian Church. 

Born in New Braunfels, Texas and raised in Yukon, Oklahoma, my 

life’s journey has included taking several different paths. Beginning with 

sports, moving along to the theatrical stage and meandering into the 

non-profit social justice world, this path has been a varied one. How-

ever, along these varied paths, there was a constant restlessness in my 

being, a longing to find my calling. 

Growing up the son of a Presbyterian pastor, I was consistently 

knocking down the vicious assumption that I would be attending semi-

nary. However, God’s plans have a funny way of being revealed. After 

putting up a losing fight for many years, I entered Union Theological 

Seminary in 2010. Union was a precious place for me. In conjunction 

with being in a local church community, it is where I was able to form 

my theological framework and lens that finally led me to seek ordina-

tion with the Disciples of Christ. 

Many people have guided me on my journey and helped to create this 

current path. None of whom are more important than my wife, Bian-

ca. 

A trained dancer and singer, we met work-

ing in a popular Times Square restaurant. 

Somehow, between her different tours of 

Asia and the United States, we stayed in 

touch, fell in love and on May 20th, 2012 

we were married. 

Bianca, who is now working in real estate, 

has been a grounding force in my life. It 

was a shock to her system when I told her 

I wanted to go to seminary and an even 

bigger shock when I told her I wanted to 

be a pastor. But her support has never 

wavered and even gotten stronger as this 

moment has gotten closer. This bond will 

be even more important as we embark on this new journey together 

while also anticipating the birth of our first daughter in June. This jour-

ney into ordained ministry will be new on several different fronts. 

It is with utmost humility, thankfulness and eagerness that I am being 

ordained as a servant and a disciple of Christ. I can’t thank members 

of The Park enough for their continued support. 

Follow the Journey of the Ordination 

Candidates here at The Park 
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The Youth 

and Chil-

dren's minis-

tries have 

been keep-

ing ourselves 

busy.  We 

have been 

having a good time learning stories and 

lessons from the Bible.  We acted out the 

story of Jonah and the Whale and learned 

how God keeps promises, such as with 

Abraham and Sarah and sending the Mes-

siah to teach us.  Throughout Lent we 

have all taken boxes home from Week of 

Compassion and are adding coins to them 

each day, grateful for the things we have 

and thinking of those who have less than 

us. 

 
Along with the rest of the church, we are 

also going through changes.  Rosy Taveras 

has moved on from our program in order 

Children’s & Youth Ministries Update by Marjorie Watrobski 

to complete her Master's degree program 

and Marisol Figueroa will be joining us 

once more, on March 22.  We are very 

thankful for all Rosy has done for our 

children and look forward to Marisol's 

return.  Also, with the changes happening 

in our building, Sunday School is relocating 

to the hallway behind the Sanctuary for 

the foreseeable future.  This will be an 

exercise in ingenuity  

that I, for one, am looking forward to. 

 

If you have any questions about our Youth 

and Children's ministries, please, feel free 

to email me at marjo-

riew@parkavenuechristian.com.  

BIRTHS 

Welcome to Samuel Kojo, born Decem-

ber 22. Proud parents are Nadeige 

Genece and Stephen Sekyiamah, and 

big sister Simone.  

CELEBRATION 

Regional Thanksgiving event in the 

Bronx... 

On Saturday, November 22, members of 

The Park (Pastor Alvin Jackson, Luis Alfre-

do Cartagena, Richard Sturm, traveled to 

our sister congregation La Segunda Iglesia 

Christiana (Discipulos de Christo) the 

Second Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) at 595 East 169th Street, the 

Bronx. Former minister Angel Bonilla, and 

his wife, Hortencia, were among the hosts.  

Members of Mt. Zion Christian Church 

and Williamsburg Christian in Brooklyn 

joined with The Park, and Impacto Lions 

Leo for a Thanksgiving celebration of the 

hospitality shared with people of the 

Bronx.  About 280 participated. 

 NEW MEMBERS 

Justin, Anita and Noemi 

Grant, joined The Park 

on December 14, 2014. 

 

 

Matthew Walters came 

to The Park from Indian-

apolis. He is the son of 

two Disciple clergy and 

also the brother of a 

clergywoman, father of 

two children. He works on staff of the 

American Scandinavian Foundation. 

Stephanie Stovall trans-

ferred membership from 

Hillcrest Christian 

Church in Oklahoma city. 

She will graduate from 

Union Theological Semi-

nary in May, and plans to pursue ordina-

tion in The Christian Church (Disciples 

of Christ).  

MORE NEWS NOTES 

Pastor Jackson gave the Founders 

Day J.N. Ervin Lecture at Jarvis Chris-

tian College in Hawkins, Texas on 

Thursday, March 26. Jarvis is a Disciple 

College where Pastor Jackson’s parents, 
sister and other members of his family 

graduated. 

We welcome Consultant, the Rever-

end Stephanie Spellers from the 

Progressive Center for Renewal who 

will be working with our leadership 

teams as we move forward with build-

ing mission, community, leadership, 

stewardship, and a building. An initial 

report and update will appear in the 

next Forward. 

Rev. Dr. Tom Ehrich and wife Heidi 

are now living in Ulster County, New 

York. Tom has been a member of the 

Gospel Choir and was director of the 

Lifeline Program. Tom continues as a 

congregational consultants and produc-

es the daily meditation program, “On A 

Journey” 

mailto:marjoriew@parkavenuechristian.com
mailto:marjoriew@parkavenuechristian.com


church’s message to members 

and the masses.  

We are in need of more mem-

bers with Social Media, Photog-

raphy, Videography, and Audio 

skills. All Park supporters can 

assist in communicating The 

Park’s message.  Here are a 

number of ways to connect 

with The Park online and share 
with your own friends, families 

and colleagues:  

Like The Park on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/

ParkAvenueChristian  

Follow The Park on Twitter: 

www.twitter.com/ThePark1010  

Subscribe to The Park’s email 

bulletins & newsletters: 

www.parkavenuechristian.com/

newsletter-subscribe/ 

Subscribe & check out The Park’s 

sermon & music videos:  

www.youtube.com/

ParkAveChristian 

 

Stephen Sekyiamah 

Team Leader 

 

Deacon Update  
 

The principal 

duties of Deacons 

at the Park con-

sist in preparing 

and serving com-

munion at 

Christ’s Table, as well as 

providing hospitality to mem-

bers and visitors before, during 

and after services.  As model 

servants, Deacons are active 

participants in the life of the 

church.  Stephen (Acts 6-7) and 

the admonitions of 1 Timothy 3 

show us, that being a deacon 

also involves a personal com-

mitment to spiritual growth 

and devotion, “holding fast to 

the mystery of the faith with a 
clear conscience.” 

 

Raymond Verrey 

Chair, Deacon 

Minister of Music 

Search Team 
 

Over the past 

8 months, the 

Minister of 

Music Search 

Team has 

been tasked 

with finding an individual to 

lead what we all believe to be 

one of the most important 

ministries of The Park. 

Interest in the music industry 

of The Park has been remarka-

ble. Over 40 talented individu-

als submitted applications for 

the position. The search team, 

which included Myrna Payne, 

Carl Buckland, Rev. Dr. 

Richard Sturm, Dr. 

Nadeige Sekyiamah, Iris 

Burroughs, and Bruce Carl-
son, along with Pastor Jack-

son and myself, reviewed each 

of these resumes in detail. Ten 

applicants stood out and were 

personally interviewed in depth 

by the team. 

Throughout this process, the 

search team has been primarily 

concerned with finding an indi-

vidual whose talents, spirituali-

ty, and creativity reflect and 

challenge the extreme diversity 

of musical expression that in-

spires and moves us as a con-

gregation and as individuals —

from early music and classical 

to gospel, from familiar hymns 

to international praise music. 

As many of you have experi-

enced, three individuals were 

invited to lead the choirs and 

congregations in worship over 

the past several weeks and we 

want to thank the congregation 

and choir members for feed-

back concerning these candi-

dates. We acknowledge that 

your responses have enabled us 

to understand that different 

individuals bring different tal-

ents and expressions to the 

Building Team 

Just as Noah was 

ridiculed, and 

criticized for 

building the large 

boat, so have we, 

for daring to 

build, but we build on The 

Promises of God. For the past 

years we have been fighting for 

our rights to build; a place 

where God's People can come 

together, a Community of 

Faith. In years to come this will 

be The Learning Center for 

Spirituality and Hope. The 

Building Team is determine to 

see this through. 

 

Carl Buckland 

Chair, Building Team 

 

The Welcome/

Hospitality Team 

The objective of 

the Welcome/

Hospitality team is 

to be responsible 

for leading the 

congregation in 

making Park Avenue Christian 

Church a place of extravagant 

welcome and gracious hospital-

ity. The team is on a mission to 

incorporate new and innovative 

ways to strengthen relationship 

between the community and 

the Church.  

 

Iris L. Burroughs 

Team Leader   

 

The Communications 

Team 
 

The Church Com-

munication Team is 

an extension of the 

Church. We create 

communications 

synergy for all 

members of the church and the 

community.  We used Social 

Media and multimedia to get 
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music that lifts our spirits every 

Sunday.  

So I am pleased to announce 

that TWO individuals have 

agreed to join us as collabora-

tors in our music ministry.  

Estella Pate, 

Chair, Minister of Music Search 
 

Introducing Our New 

Music Ministry Team 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Saya Callner, our current 

Interim Minister of Music and a 

doctoral candidate in choral 

and orchestral conducting at 

Rutgers. Saya will be our Direc-

tor of Music and serve as pri-

mary lead for the Sanctuary 

Choir. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Darwin Noguera, classically 

trained at the Manhattan 

School of Music and has 

worked as a jazz and church 

musician will join us as Minister 

of Music and serve as primary 

lead of the Gospel Choir and 

worship musician. 

We are excited about the tal-

ents Saya and Darwin bring us 

as a team and look forward to 

their contribution to the music 

ministry of The Park. 

(more on Saya and Darwin in the 

next issue of The Forward) 

More From Our Ministry Teams At The Park 
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APRIL 

Pamela Wood 4/1  

Rev. Carlos Alejandro 4/5  

Rachel Payne 4/6 

Jeff Fields 4/7 

Marshalee McIntosh Jin 4/7 

Michelle Archer 4/8 

Lawanda Greene 4/10  

David Bell 4/12 

Aimee Mars 4/13  

Arlene Virga 4/14  

Ragnar Dixon Naess 4/16  

Inji Walters 4/18   

Jeffrey (Jeff) Wong 4/18  

Ross Chitwood 4/18  

David Winch 4/19 

Chantilly Mers 4/20  

Christopher Apgar 4/22   

Rev. Dr. Peter Heltzel 4/25  

Alan Walden 4/26  

Kimberly Bell 4/26  

Ephraim Tchandao 4/27   

Linda Myles 4/27 

Stephen Sekiamah 4/27 

 

 

MARCH 

Elaine Williams 3/1  

Anita Kelso Edson 3/2  

Rebecca White 3/5  

Elaine Cunningham 3/5  

Rev. Luis-Alfredo Cartagena 

Zayas 3/5  

Len Kamdang 3/7  

Juanita Shacklett 3/8  

Hillary Buckland 3/11  

Lynda Banks 3/14  

Rev. Ismael Sanchez  3/16 

Joseph Hudson 3/17  

Maria Alejandro 3/17  

Grace Davis 3/17 

Sarah Heltzel 3/19  

Rev. Dan Clark 3/20  

Bruce Wood 3/21  

Jo Ann Ashley 3/22  

Carlos Alejandro Jr 3/22 

Connie Packard 3/28 

Christian Wilder Wells 3/29 

Carrie Nichols 3/29 

Laura Bronson 3/30  

Ima Jean Kidd 3/31 

LaSaundra C. Estelle 3/31  

 
 
 

MAY 

Matthew (Matt) Chisholm 5/1 

Lorraine Stewart 5/6  

Victoria Pryor 5/6  

Marilyn B. (Dede) Wilson 5/8  

James Mills 5/9  

Michael Virga 5/10  

Peter Nadler 5/12  

Will Matthews 5/14  

Aduni Fashuyi 5/14  

Andrew Virga 5/18  

Kerwin Tesdell 5/20  

Henry Hewes 5/21 

Annika Walters 5/21  

John Strybos 5/22 

Claire Catherine Leyden 5/25 

Troy Broughman 5/26  

Monica Richey 5/29  

Sally Mills 5/30  

Jensene Payne 5/30  

Patricia Dorsett 5/31 

Birthday’s at The Park 

Embracing the Divinity of Difference 

parkavenuechristian.com 
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Please help us be good 

stewards of postage and 

trees. If you receive the 

Forward via mail and would 

prefer to receive an email 

version (or pick up a print-

ed copy at The Park), 

please let us know. Keep in 

mind, a benefit of the 

emailed version is earlier 

delivery. The Forward will 

be published quarterly. 


